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Once box labels have been enabled, a label box will
be displayed above each box on the page. Depending
on the options you chose in ScriptMaster XTÕs
preferences, this label box may contain a box ID, box
type, index from front to back, top, left, bottom, and
right coordinates, and the boxÕs name, if applied. A
boxÕs name cannot be specified using QuarkXPress
itself. It can only be specified using AppleScript or
ScriptMaster XT. To assign a name to a box using
ScriptMaster XT, hold down the OPTION button, and
double click on a boxÕs label and enter the desired
name (see figure 4).

When building an automated QuarkXPress-based
workflow, assigning unique names to boxes is usually
a good idea, as it eliminates the need to rely on the
boxÕs index from front to back. The primary reason for
this is because new boxes may be added in the future,
or existing boxes may be moved, which could cause
the boxes within a document to become re-ordered
from front to back. This would cause problems in a
script that is hard coded to access boxes by index.

AppleScript Terminology Additions
In addition to the incredibly useful features we 
have already discussed, ScriptMaster XT goes a step
further. Once installed, ScriptMaster XT actually
extends QuarkXPressÕ AppleScript language by adding
some new AppleScript terminology into QuarkXPressÕ
dictionary. This new terminology can be found in the
ScriptMaster suite within QuarkXPressÕ AppleScript
dictionary (see figure 5).

ScriptMaster XTÕs AppleScript terminology adds 
the ability to perform tasks that simply arenÕt possible
with the use of QuarkXPressÕ built-in AppleScript
terminology, such as performing a find and replace,
step and repeat, and sectioning a document.

The following example code uses ScriptMaster XTÕs
AppleScript terminology to apply section numbering to
a document.
tell application ÒQuarkXPressÓ

tell document 1

start section at page 1 prefix

ÒAÓ number Ò49Ó

end tell

end tell

In Conclusion
As you can see, ScriptMaster XT easily proves itself 
to be a valuable tool in the arsenal of anyone
implementing QuarkXPress-based AppleScript
automation into a workflow. For those new to scripting
QuarkXPress, ScriptMaster XTÕs ability to record
AppleScript code while performing tasks manually
makes it well worth the cost of the software. For
experienced developers, while the ability to record
might seem less important, ScriptMaster XT still offers
a quick and easy way to view and edit box names and
other information, a task that often proves to be time
consuming and confusing. In addition, ScriptMaster XT
also implements some much-desired AppleScript
terminology additions, which are sure to make
developing for QuarkXPress even easier.

For additional information about ScriptMaster XT,
visit Jintek, LLCÕs website at http://www.jintek.com,
or download a demonstration version of ScriptMaster
XT today. The demonstration version and the fully
functional product, are available from XChange North
America at http://www.xchangena.com/.

See you in the trenches. 
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5 fig. 4 Assigning a Box
Name

3 fig. 5 ScriptMaster’s
AppleScript
Terminology




