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7fig. 8 Xdata imports
pictures on the fly,
and you can combine
the picture import
process with Boolean
expressions. This
can be useful for
using placeholder
pictures for records
that do not have 
final art.

Let’s use the same data, with a picture field. Open
the data file named DATAWITHPICTURES.TAB, and you’ll
see I’ve added another field. The pictures are not
stored in this field, just the name of the picture. 

Go to the QuarkXPress layout named Postcard, 4 up
and let’s look at the way the layout is constructed. In
figure 8, you can see that in addition to the text box for
the address and the text box for the message, I have an
anchored picture box (reference C). Xdata only supports
pictures as anchored boxes. Sometimes it takes real
creativity to figure out a way to include images in a
prototype with this limitation, but it can usually be done. 

Draw a text box on your pasteboard and create the
prototype as shown in figure 8. Don’t forget to set this
as the  prototype (XDATA q USE STORY AS PROTOTYPE).

For this version, I am creating a postcard with the
customer information, purchase history, short product
description, and a box shot all on the same side of the
card. Since this campaign is entirely about Blacklining
upgrades, I only have one picture and I have referred to
the file name in the picture field of every record. This is
not a limitation though, Xdata can accommodate one or
more pictures for every record it imports. The data file
does not actually have the picture files embedded,
rather contains only the name of the picture. You

instruct Xdata where the actual file resides with an
expression (reference B). This folder, named images, is
in the same folder as my QuarkXPress project. The
picture is inside this folder. If you have a different
picture used in each record, simply type the picture
name in the picture field of your data file.

There are four postcards on the master page. I have
finished each records’ import and then jumped to the
next text box in the link, or the next postcard in the
chain. The next page character at the end of my
prototype (reference D) automatically begins at the
next text box when the end of the record is reached.
Once my import is complete, I cut the postcards apart
for individual mailings. You could use this same
technique to jump to a new page, as we did in the
Letter example. 

To be sure that our import is not stopped if the
picture cannot be found, go to XDATA q PREFERENCES

w GENERAL, and turn on the checkbox for KEEP

IMPORTING AFTER MISSING PICTURES. This will give you
an opportunity to check your data and figure out the
missing picture issue later. We’re only using about 50
records so the import time will be short. If you are
working on a project with thousands of records, you
may choose to import a range of records instead.
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Once your prototype is complete, import the data
source file (XDATA q IMPORT FROM FILE) named
datawithpictures.tab. This will populate your layout and
create pages as needed to accommodate the number
of records. You will end up with far fewer pages since
four records will fit on each page. In each record, Xdata
will have placed the image named boxshots.jpg.

Often, you will need to do some manual formatting
to get things to fit properly, especially in instances
such as this postcard. The number of purchases may
exceed the depth provided to list this information. I
scroll through each page and make a decision about
what I can do to the text to better fit the text.
Sometimes it comes down to a simple delete.
A P P LY I N G  S T Y L E  S H E E T S  O N  I M P O R T

Using the postcard example again, let’s make text
style changes so that you can see how style sheets can
further simplify your project. In the Letter example, we
added a style sheet to the column headers and column
body text. This time let’s change the customer contact
information. Select the text and apply local formatting.
Try making it bold, change the point size, adjust the
leading, or change the color. From this local
formatting, you may create both character style and
paragraph styles. Use the shortcut that I described
above to save each style as a style sheet. 

Once you have saved the style sheets, you must
remember to apply them. Select the text within the
prototype, and choose the style sheet from the style
sheet palette. Repeat this process for each of your
desired text formats.

Repeat the import process by choosing XDATA q

IMPORT TEXT. This time the styles that you have
selected will be applied to each line on import. When
you need to make a change to all styles, it’s easy to
edit the style sheet to update the text.
M A K I N G  M A T C H I N G  M A I L I N G  L A B E L S

Use the same data source file and opening command
line that we used for the Letter layout to create a set of
mailing labels for the postcards. For the label,
reference only the fields that should appear on the
label (see figure 9). With Xdata, you do not have to use
all fields that are defined in a prototype, nor in the
same order. Additionally, you may reference a field as
many times as you wish. In figure 10, you can see my
QuarkXPress label layout.

Editing the Layout
Since Xdata is an import utility, it is not actually linked
to the data source. This means extensive edits should
probably be made to the data, not the QuarkXPress
layout, and then re-imported. In a streamlined
workflow, Xdata will apply the bulk of the styling on
import. If after importing the text, you are forced to do
a great deal of local formatting, then of course, make
your edits to the QuarkXPress layout instead.

Other Features of Xdata
Headers and footers are found in most book
publications, especially in directory listings. Xdata
includes a Make Header/Footer feature to create these
(XDATA q MAKE HEADER/FOOTER). Refer to the Xdata
manual that is part of the example files download for
more information on how to add this feature.

Wrapping Up the Project
So, for an investment of $400 Xdata, plus the

original cost of QuarkXPress, I can generate a 3,000-
page directory in a little under 30 minutes — and have.
I more than paid for my software investment on the
first directory job — back in my freelance days — and
turned the job around so quickly that I became known
as a preferred source for directory and one-on-one
marketing projects.

Through the years, I’ve used Xdata to generate
authorized sports trading cards for the NFL, NHL, NBA,
American League®, and National League®, physician’s
directories for some of the largest and most well-
known HMOs in the US, product catalogues for national
hardware and gun-parts companies, and automated
business card set ups for online ordering companies.
The flexibility of Xdata is limited only by your
imagination — and a 48-inch page size. 

55fig. 9 Recreate this
prototype on the
Mailing Labels, 
14-up layout
referencing all
fields, but only
using those that 
are needed for a
mailing label.

5fig. 10 I have a library 
of Avery® label
templates that 
I’ve created. 
The key to these
templates is that
the label set up 
is created on the
master page.
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