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one click at a time. Save 20% 

Save 20% thru 31 October 2005

While we’re certain that you’d love to hear all about

how we create the best QuarkXPress™ enhancement

tools available in the electronic-publishing market,

frankly, you don’t have the time. At ALAP, we 

understand this. This is why many of the features in

our products will perform complex or repetitive 

functions with just a single click of the mouse. From

creating simple drop shadows, breathtaking 3D, and 

transparency effects to tight text controls and page

imposition, ALAP has the right features specifically

designed to cut your production time down to size.

ShadowCaster
With a redesigned 
interface, unlimited 
transparency options, 
new powerful effects, 
and a high-resolution 
preview, ShadowCaster 
is not just for making
shadows anymore!

XPert Tools Pro
This feature-rich set of
XTensions, designed for
both novice and advanced
users, has a seamless 
interface with the look
and feel of QuarkXPress.

Imposer
Impose pages from a 
single QuarkXPress 
document into printers’
flats or spreads. Whether
your production piece is a
brochure or a book,
Imposer offers a seamless,
user-friendly solution.

Imposer Pro
Impose pages from a 
single QuarkXPress 
document into 
two up, four up 
or eight up flats with
QuarkXPress or Acrobat.

MarkIt
Add custom marks such 
as trim lines, registration
targets, and color/gray
bars to your production-
ready QuarkXPress 
documents.

www.alap.com

Add new life to your QuarkXPress layouts with the powerful shadow, bevel, glow, and 
transparency effects found in ShadowCaster. Our latest version has been completely
redesigned offering a high-resolution preview palette that is resizable and zoomable. t

a lowly apprentice production, inc.
International: +1.760.438.5790
Within US: 1.888.818.5790
Fax: 1.760.438.5791

5963 La Place Court, Suite 206
Carlsbad, California 92008

Save 20% on any ALAP product purchase. Use discount code XRAY4





Best 
Spell-checking XTensions™

Instantly access the most authoritative, definitive, up-to-date, and essential terms from the world’s major reference sources.
The most comprehensive spell checker anywhere  turns QuarkXPress into a technical word expert. 
SpellBound specialized dictionaries include: Dental, Biochemical, Geographical, Legal, Medical, PharmaceuticaI, Technical,
Wall St. Words, Webster’s, American Heritage, Cultural Literacy, and Stedman’s Medical Dictionary. | Compusense

Best 
Shortcut XTensions™

VTools is a collection of useful editing and product tools that includes an easy-to-use redlining and note tool and puts
several design and editing tools at easy access. Baseline shift, horizontal scale, rapid case conversion, and resize the
current text or picture box to snugly fit its contents. | Vision’s Edge, Inc.

Best
Print-productivity XTensions™

MadeToPrint XT combines all the aspects of a given print job into a simple, selectable item. These can include the desired
printer on the network or any special settings required for that device in the page setup and print settings (including custom
separation definitions and registration-mark text and placement). A user can elect to have a document output to a black-
and-white laser printer, a color-proofing device, and a high-resolution imagesetter — and be assured that all settings in all
dialogs are correct. MadeToPrint XT is available for QuarkXPress 6.5 on Mac and Windows platform. Batch processing
functionality is available. | callas software

Best 
PDF-creation Utility

Instant PDF closes the communication gap between the creative and production process, providing document creators and
receivers the ability to achieve consistent PDF output and quality control with award-winning Certified PDF technology. PDF
functionality from within industry-leading page-layout and PDF tools such as QuarkXPress and Adobe Acrobat, and through
the PDF Services feature in the Mac OS X print panel. Creative professionals remain productive in their familiar environment
without having to worry about print styles, PDF export, and other PDF-creation settings. Designers are free to design without
agonizing over the technical aspects of PDF creation. | Enfocus Software

Best
Preflighting XTensions™

FlightCheck® Studio gives designers and creatives real-time examination and repair of documents as they are created. This
in-flight preflighting tool is capable of detecting virtually any problem within a digital document, based on user-defined
specifications. Brochures, advertisements, and catalogs are assured to be error free with this superior preflight XTensions
module for QuarkXPress. This upstream quality-control tool facilitates accurate reproduction of PDFs for printing. Let
FlightCheck Studio correct your mechanical issues while you create your masterpiece. | Markzware Software

1445 Lamar Street
Lakewood CO 80214
toll free: 877 940 0600
local and international: 303 940 0600
fax: 303 940 0601 
http://www.xchangeus.com

$124.50 (SAVE $124.50) | coupon code: 10310506

$29.50 (SAVE $29.50) | coupon code: 10310507

$174.50 (SAVE $174.50) | coupon code: 10310508

$49 (SAVE $149) | coupon code: 10310509

$99.50 (SAVE $100) | coupon code: 10310510



IN THE TRENCHES • INTERNET FORM

While forms can be created using many of today’s
web-creation tools, QuarkXPress makes form creation
quite simple and easy.

As easy as forms are to create using QuarkXPress,
enabling them to collect and process the data requires
an application running on a web server using Common
Gateway Interface (CGI) scripts. These scripts receive
the data that the user provides and processes it to give
you the desired result. Information, an order, or survey
results are typical forms that you use on the web.

After you create a form and are ready to upload 
it with your web page or site, you will have to talk 
to the webmaster of your web service so that you 
can link your form to the correct script to gain the
desired results.

Of all of the QuarkXPress web features that I 
have written about thus far, this is the first that relies
upon outside applications and technology to process
information. Once you have created your site, you will
need assistance from the web service to link your site’s
forms with their web servers. All good services will
already have this information and capability available
for you, usually only dependent on the monthly
package that you choose. Many will also offer
assistance to get you up and running. Do a little
research to ensure that your ISP has the options 
that you need.

The Web Toolbar
The first step in form creation using QuarkXPress is 
to understand the web toolbar. Many of the items that
will populate a form are found here. All of the yellow
highlighted tools are form tools or objects.

Web Forms, 
Part One
BY JOE CAPONSACCO

No matter how limited your web surfing

skills, chances are that at some point you

have given information to a web site. When

you order something from an online store, 

or request an email newsletter, fill out a

survey, or even just type into a search field,

you successfully use an online form.

V O L U M E  3  • N U M B E R  4  2 3

Form box tool — Define the form area by drawing a box.

Text field tool — Draw text input fields.

Text button tool — Draw buttons such as submit or reset.

Image button tool — Draw an image button.

Pop-up menu tool — Create selectable lists or a 
pop-up navigation menu.

List box tool — Create list boxes and menus.

Radio button tool — Create selectable, circular buttons.

Check box tool — Create selectable checkboxes.
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Form Creation
As with any item in QuarkXPress, the first step is to
define or draw the area to be used as I’ve done in
figure 2.

You do not actually have to define a form box 
first. You can choose any of the form tools and draw
the object that you want to use. QuarkXPress will
automatically draw a form box around your form
object. Additionally, you can finetune the size of the
form box that is created by selecting the form tool 
icon and modifying its dimensions.

1S E L E C T  T H E  F O R M  B O X  T O O L and
draw the rectangular shape that will hold your
form field items. After you define the form area,
QuarkXPress will need information on the type
of form that you are trying to create, and how it
will handle the information it gathers. 

2S E L E C T  T H E  F O R M  A R E A and choose
ITEM q MODIFY q FORM (tab) so that you can
input information on the type of form you are
creating (see figure 3).
3 Name. By default, your form is named
FormBox1. The naming of the form is
important if you or a webmaster will be
adding JavaScript that will either reference 
the form or validate the information in the
form. Also, because you can create multiple
forms on any given web page, giving the
forms unique names is very important so
each box can be easily identified and targeted.
When giving the form a name, do not use any
special characters or spaces. My default way
of tagging and naming is to type in all lower-
case characters.

3 Method. How will the data be submitted to 
the web server? Check with your webmaster,
but generally the post method is preferred
because the get option can exceed the
character length allowed for a URL name
resulting in lost information.
Select POST to send the user data as a
separate packet to the server.
Select GET to append the data to the end of
the URL that you set in the action field.

3 Target. Specify how you want any server-
returned information to display. Server scripts
generally respond in the form of a URL. If you
do not specify a target, the form page will be
updated with this info.
BLANK loads the page in a new window.
SELF loads the page in the same window,
replacing the form.
PARENT loads the info into a frame target.
(Consider this only if you know how to create
and target frames in HTML.)
TOP loads the information into the full browser
window. (Consider this only if you know how to
create and target frames in HTML.)

3 Action. Enter the URL for the CGI script that
will process the form or click SELECT to locate
a script on your computer.

3 Form Validation Area. Set a response to the
user if they failed to fill in each required field
in your form.

3 fig. 2

3 fig. 3
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Select ERROR PAGE to have an existing web 
page display with an error message.

Select DIALOG MESSAGE, then enter an alert
message to display in the text field below.

Select OK when done, and then repeat this 
process for every form that you create prior to 
adding any form objects.

Things to Know About Form Areas
The form box can be positioned just like any other box
that you create in QuarkXPress. When you move a form
box, all form objects that you created within it will
move along with it.

Word of caution, however, any independent text,
picture, or line objects that you created and placed
within the form area will not move with the form. You
cannot create a group that contains both form objects
and standard QuarkXPress objects. Generally, when
forms are designed they are designed in place so this
limitation should not adversely affect you unless major
structural changes are being implemented to the web
page after its creation.

Keep in mind these simple rules about forms
behavior and your work will go more smoothly. 

3 A form object can be duplicated within the same
form box in the standard manner. Form objects
can be deleted. 

3 Forms and their objects can be placed on
multiple layers. Form boxes can be created 
inside of table cells. 

3 Form objects cannot be created outside of a form
area. Forms cannot overlap each other. If you try,
the new form will be drawn butting up against the
first form’s boundaries. 

3 Form objects within a form area cannot overlap
or reside inside of each other.

Conclusion

With your QuarkXPress skills and these highlights, 
you are well on your way to creating a form. Do not be
discouraged because the functionality is tied to a back-
end server system that you may not control. The vast
majority of web sites implement ISP web servers to do
tasks in association with their web sites. Forms are
just a part of it.

In the next installment, we will cover each individual
form object and all of the settings associated to give
you the optimum control over both your design and
your results. 

7 fig. 4
Here are examples of 
each of the different 
form objects in use.
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