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Sample Composition Zone Workflow
Before we get into the nitty gritty of how composition
zones work, let’s consider an example of composition
zones in action.

Nancy and Eric run a newspaper for a small town.
Nancy does most of the writing, photography, and
editing, while Eric does the layout and handles the ads.
They do most of the work themselves, in a small office
with a local network, where Nancy clings to her Dell®

even though Eric insists that his G5 is a far better
beast. However, they also have a field writer —
Nancy’s sister, Hannah — who writes a column with a
rural flavor and sends it to them via email.

In general, Nancy and Eric are happy with their set
up. However, they occasionally get frustrated, because
sometimes Nancy needs to work on a story while Eric

is placing ads on the same page. They also have some
issues with their columnist, Hannah, who likes the
sound of her own typing; she tends to send them
stories that are far too long for the allotted space, and
then insists on doing all of the copyfitting herself. This
requires Nancy and Eric to email the whole newspaper
file to her for editing and then wait until she gets
around to sending it back.

Fortunately for everyone involved, Nancy subscribes
to X-Ray Magazine and consequently knows that
QuarkXPress 7 can make their lives much easier. After
upgrading, she and Eric solve all of their layout-related
problems in one fell swoop.

Let’s take a look at how it’s done.

Synchronization vs. Shared Content
In QuarkXPress 6, you can synchronize text in one layout with text in another layout — so if the spelling of Mr.
Brzozowski’s name gets corrected in one layout, it automatically gets corrected in the other layouts, too.

Synchronization is accomplished via the shared content library. The shared content library is like an invisible
storage area in a project for things that you might want to use more than once. In QuarkXPress 6, the shared
content library stores the master version of every chunk of synchronized text. When you update synchronized
text in a layout, QuarkXPress 6 first updates the master version in the shared content library and then uses that
master version to update any other occurrences of the text.

If you’re one of those folks who were smart enough to take advantage of the synchronized text feature, you’ll
probably notice that the synchronization palette is called the shared content palette in QuarkXPress 7. This
change was made to indicate that the palette provides access to the shared content library. Also, the palette
now supports a lot more than text: you can synchronize formatted text, pictures, text boxes, picture boxes, text
paths, and even lines, and, of course, composition zones.

Storing something in the shared content library couldn’t be easier: just select it and choose ITEM q SHARE,
and indicate how you want to store it. Do you want the formatting? Do you want the box? Which aspects do you
want synchronized? When you’re finished, the whatever-it-is goes into the shared content library and appears in
the shared content palette. Once it’s there, you can simply drag it out onto the page.

On this page in QuarkXPress 7…
Yes, you can also adjust the runaround in

(you guessed it) the measurements palette.
All of the familiar options are available,

it’s just easier and faster now.

The host document has

been updated and reflects the

current state of the exported

composition layout.
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