


Time 1s Running Out

MadeToPrint XT upgrade
pricing will no longer be available

After this date, owners of all versions will no longer qualify for the
upgrade price, but must purchase a new license at the regular price of
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MadeToPrint XT 1.5

from callas software

BY JAY NELSON
Simplify and Automate Output
with MadeToPrint XT

If you have several workstations and printers, the
seemingly simple act of printing a QuarkXPress
document can take up an inordinate amount of time.
The extra time isn't necessarily being eaten up by a
slow printer or a clogged network, but rather by the
effort and errors involved in correctly choosing all the
print settings in QuarkXPress. Even if you're savvy
enough to set up and share print styles in QuarkXPress
(EDIT © PRINT STYLES), in a rush it can be easy to forget
to choose a print style in QuarkXPress' print dialog, and
if you have inexperienced coworkers the wasted time
and materials quickly add up to be enormous.

The ongoing challenge of choosing printers and
configuring print settings is just one of several error-
prone bottlenecks in the QuarkXPress printing
workflow that callas software’'s MadeToPrint XT
eliminates. This software solves other complicated
output challenges as well, such as creating PDFs using
Acrobat® Distiller, exporting an EPS of every page in a
layout, batch printing several layouts at once, printing
to several printers at once, and finding and re-linking
missing pictures. Let's have a quick look at each of
these challenges, along with a few others that
MadeToPrint XT addresses.

Print Settings

MadeToPrint XT lets you control every possible print
option for a printer and save it as a setting. To access
a setting, the user chooses FILE © MADETOPRINT and
then selects the setting from a list (see figure 1).

On this page in QuarkXPress 7...
Duplicating a picture box and setting the content
opacity to 25%, as | did on this page, was an
easy way to achieve an effect that would have
required many steps without QuarkXPress 7.
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If you use one printer for several kinds of output —
for example, to print low-res proofs and high-res
finals, or to both grayscale and color inkjet prints —
you can create several named, selectable settings for
the same printer.

If you often print the same document to several
printers or also export them to EPS or PDF, you can
combine several settings into a selectable set that
sends the print job to all those devices at once. To
ensure consistency from user to user, both sets and
settings can be copied among workstations.

In this panel, the layout artist
has used the composition zone
tool to drag a box that spans the
middle and right column that will
eventually contain a picture, a
headline, the story, and a caption

for the picture.
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Choose a Printer

When a user selects a MadeToPrint setting, a specific
printer is automatically selected. This seemingly
obvious first step is often missed when printing in a
hurried workplace, resulting in wasted materials,
wasted time, and missed deadlines.

PDFs From Distiller

If you prefer to use Acrobat Distiller to make a PDF from
QuarkXPress, normally you must save or export the
layout in PostScript format then pass that PostScript
file to Distiller — either by opening it from within
Distiller, dragging it onto Distiller, or by placing the file
into one of Distiller's watched folders. MadeToPrint XT
automates this process: to create a setting that uses
Distiller to generate a PDF, you begin by simply showing
MadeToPrint the location of Distiller. MadeToPrint then
shows you all of Distiller's existing job options.

You choose one and save this collection of information
as a setting. When a user chooses this setting in
MadeToPrint XT, QuarkXPress exports the PostScript
file to Distiller, which processes it into a PDF using the
job options defined in the setting (see figure 2).

You can even include a MadeToPrint PDF setting
among several in a set (a group of settings). Then
when a user selects that set it could, for example, print
an inkjet proof, generate a press-ready PDF, and also
generate a low-res PDF suitable for emailing — all at
the same time.

Automated EPS Files

Exporting a single QuarkXPress page or spread as an
EPS or PDF is easy, but if you want to export every page
or spread in a long layout the process becomes very
tedious very quickly. MadeToPrint XT can export
every page or spread as a separate EPS or PDF
automatically (see figure 3). Some imposition
workflows require separate EPS or PDF files for each
page and this is an easy way to help automate that
process. MadeToPrint XT can even name each page
uniquely in a user-defined manner.

CUSTOM FILE NAMES

If you're going to output each page of a layout as a
separate print job or as a separate EPS file or PDF file,
how should they be named? MadeToPrint lets you
create flexible rules that customize both the base file
name and how the file name for each page is
incremented as it is output (see figure 4).

The Heimlich Maneuver for Printers

Some complex layouts can choke an RIP or a printer if
you send all the pages at once. MadeToPrint XT can send
each page as a separate print job, potentially eliminating
problems caused by overly complex documents.



Missing & Modified Pictures

One of the most time-consuming steps in printing
a QuarkXPress document is locating and re-linking
missing and modified pictures. MadeToPrint XT 1.5
will locate missing pictures and update modified
pictures for you.

Custom Slugs

Why not design a separate slug for each kind of printer
or output setting? You can choose among dozens of
information bits to include in the slug, including the
date and time, fonts used, the name of the workstation,
its operator, last modified date, and many other options.

PostScript Snippets & Scripts

If you're familiar with PostScript syntax, MadeToPrint XT
lets you expand your PostScript output by including
PostScript snippets that you've written. It even
includes a PostScript editor (see figure 5).

Batch Printing

MadeToPrint XT gives you the option of either printing
the front-most document, all documents that are
currently open, or all of the documents in a folder (see
figure 6). For even greater automation, callas also
offers a more-advanced version of MadeToPrint XT,
called MadeToPrint XT Auto ($2490.00), which can
monitor one or more hot folders. When a QuarkXPress
document is placed into one of the hot folders,
MadeToPrint XT automatically processes it using
whichever setting or set you have assigned to that
folder. It can even resolve aliases (Mac] or shortcuts
(Windows) to documents so that you don't have to
place actual QuarkXPress documents and folders in
the hot folders. (Otherwise you would have to copy all
the graphics into the hot folder as well.)

QPS Integration

If you use the Quark Publishing System (QPs),
MadeToPrint XT can check out a document and
perform all the functions above and even include the

On this page in QuarkXPress 7...
| repeated the graphic style from the first page
in this article by replacing the background
pictures and the screen shots. Synchronizing
the drop shadow maintained the consistency.
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document’s status in the info bar at the top of a printed
page or in the file name of a PDF.

For many years, callas software has been actively
involved in solving prepress bottlenecks with their
XTensions software and other utilities, and they are
highly regarded by the industry. MadeToPrint XT is one
example of why.

SPECIAL UPGRADE PRICING

Through January 31, 2006, X-Ray Magazine readers
are offered a special upgrade price: registered users
of MadeToPrint may upgrade to version 1.5 for
QuarkXPress 6 for $219.00. Use code SP101

when ordering. This offer is available only through
XChange NA (http://www.xchangena.com). Upgrades
will not be possible after this date and current owners
will need to buy a new copy at full price. &

To share an area of the document,
the layout person begins by
defining areas that will be shared.
Here the left column has a new
picture box that will be defined

as a composition zone.
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