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IN THE TRENCHES • PSD IMPORT

1 0 X • R A Y  M A G A Z I N E

Paths Tab
If you have an image with an embedded clipping path,
you can now edit the path within QuarkXPress.

With a PSD file selected in your QuarkXPress
project, any embedded path will display in the palette
under the paths tab, ready for use. Next to the clipping
path are two check boxes. To activate a clipping path,
click in the box in the second column, next to the

selected path. If you would like to use the clipping 
path as text wrap, or a runaround region, you can
control and enable runaround by clicking in the box 
in the first column.

Once a clipping path has been enabled with
runaround, you can modify it in the QuarkXPress
runaround dialog box by choosing ITEMq RUNAROUND.

1 fig 9 You can access
multiple clipping
paths embedded in
an image using
them for text
runaround, or as
standard clipping
paths to mask out
backgrounds.

13 fig 10 This clipping path
has been used to 
create a text path.

5 fig 11 A separate clipping
path is used here
to create a shape
for text to
runaround.
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IN THE TRENCHES • PSD IMPORT

V O L U M E  4  • N U M B E R  1  1 1

PSD Import Preferences
The PSD Import preferences dialog box lets you 
specify settings that control the size and location 
of the cache memory that QuarkXPress uses to 
store the image data. To modify the settings, select
UTILITIESq PSD IMPORT.

Within the cache-size field, you can input a 
numeric value between 1MB to 32,767MB for the
allocation size, clear out any old stored image data
from the cache, or set the cache path to a different
hard drive. Changes made to the cache size and
location will take effect after you quit and re-launch
QuarkXPress.

PSD Import Limitations

While a great deal of control is gained with the PSD

Import XTensions module, there are still some
functionalities of Photoshop that are not currently
accessible in QuarkXPress 6.5.

Layered PSDs that contain layer effects will display
in the layout when imported, but are not recognized by
PSD Import. When such a file is imported into
QuarkXPress, the PSD is flattened into a composite and
the ability to work with the file’s individual layers is lost.

Type and vector path layers are both currently
unsupported, though PSD Import will rasterize those
layers without flattening the entire image. Layer
groups are also not supported.

Layers, paths, and channels may be turned on or
off as previously discussed, but they cannot be
rearranged, deleted, or duplicated.

Final Thoughts

PSD Import creates a dynamic change to the current
page-layout workflow.  The manipulation of layers,
channels, and paths is a great benefit that no other
application can fully offer. QuarkXPress users will also
find that it is no longer a necessity to flatten a
Photoshop image in order to import it into
QuarkXPress for placement. This change alone could
translate into hours saved because it reduces or
eliminates the need to switch applications while
manipulating not-yet-final images. Through PSD Import,
you now gain the ability to make any changes you want
to the PSD file, save it, and then directly update the PSD

image within QuarkXPress. The intermediate step of
flattening is gone. This also means that there will be
less files to archive since the need to save out flattened
TIFF or EPS files is eliminated. Time is saved and a much
leaner workflow is gained.

QuarkXPress was not initially built to be a flashy
application, but instead a production-workhorse
application that turned designs into tight RIPing
PostScript for print. Its open architecture allowed
thousands of developers to create many high-quality
XTensions with industry-appropriate features that led
many different business verticals to success. With
QuarkXPress 6.5 and PSD Import, you are gaining
features that will help streamline and provide greater
possibilities for making workflow much more efficient
and creative.

In my next article, I will offer an in-depth look 
at QuarkVista, a new feature of QuarkXPress 6.5 
that adds even greater creativity to the images in 
your layout and adds greater efficiency to your
production workflow.

fig 13 Use the PSD Import preferences to select a cache location and size.

Through PSD Import, you now gain the ability to make

any changes you want to the PSD file, save it, and then

directly update the PSD image within QuarkXPress.
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