




IN THE TRENCHES • QUARK VISTA

QuarkVista from the Top

I think of QuarkVista as having four functional areas 
to benefit you and your workflow: image color and
filter adjustments; image export; enhanced collect 
for output; and file optimization for output (or generate
as PDF). We’ll cover them here, but first let’s make
sure that QuarkVista is installed and take a walk
through the palette. 

Checking to ensure QuarkVista is installed is easy.
Choose WINDOW MENUq SHOW PICTURE EFFECTS to
prompt the picture effects palette. Also check that
none of your images are missing or modified (USAGEq

PICTURES). If you do not have the show picture effects
option in the window menu, you will need to update
your copy of QuarkXPress to version 6.5 or download
the QuarkVista XT from the Quark web site and install
the XTensions software module.

Once you have successfully installed the XTensions
module and prompted the palette, unless you have
already generated some effect, the palette should be
empty as shown in figure 1. Let’s take a quick tour of
the options to be found here. From left to right, the
buttons are as follows:
3 Adjustments – no surprises here. All of these color

adjustments (see figure 2) are easily recognizable
to any level Photoshop user as ways to alter the
color of images. The only difference is that now
the images will be altered in QuarkXPress.
3 Filters – again, the options shown in figure 3

should be recognizable by title alone as ways to
affect and alter the look of images.
3 Load Preset – this button is used to import a saved

QuarkVista preset file that you have previously
saved. Simply click and locate the .VPF file to load,
then apply the effects to any placed images.
3 Save Preset – use any series of effects that you

have applied to any image, using QuarkVista, and
save the effects as a separate .VPF file (see figure 4).
3 Edit – select this option to edit an effect. You could

also double click the effect to enable editing.
3 Trash – click here to delete any undesired color

or filter effect.
The save and load preset buttons are powerful and on
par with Photoshop actions. If you like the effect or
series of effects you have created, whether you used
color or filter adjustments, you can save it as a
separate file for use in any other QuarkXPress project.
Even better, you can place that .VPF file on the network
and share it with other in-house designers that may be
working on another brand-related piece, or send it to
freelancers for use outside of the office environment.
Either way, this empowers you to maintain design and
brand consistency. (Anyone that has ever created a
droplet will immediately recognize the value.)

Design Before

8 fig 1 The picture effects palette can be
found in the window menu.

1 fig 2 The picture effects palette with the
image-adjustment options displayed.

7 fig 3 The picture effects palette with the
filter options displayed.

6 fig 4 Save presets dialog box.
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In this article, I have used photos that 

I snapped during January’s Macworld 

in San Francisco. Using these, I have

created a quick composition in Photoshop

with images placed in QuarkXPress 6.5.
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I M A G E  C O L O R  A D J U S T M E N T S

Now that we’ve taken the nickel tour, let’s get to work
and apply a color adjustment. In my examples I will be
adjusting the colors in images to extremes so that the
effects are clearly discernible on these pages, but keep
in mind that QuarkVista is every bit, if not more, useful
for minor color adjustments as well.

If you’d like to follow along, select any picture in a
QuarkXPress layout and choose a color adjustment on
the PICTURE EFFECTS (palette) q ADJUSTMENTS (tab).
I’m choosing to affect the curves of my image and you
can see the dialog box in figure 5. After I have adjusted
the image to my desired look, I select OK to render the
effect to my preview. With the image selected you
should see the applied effect you chose now listed 
in the picture effects palette. That’s it. You can return
to the color adjustment dialog to apply more color
adjustments if you would like to, or move onto another
image or another effect.

Remember that QuarkVista is applying non-destructive

effects. You have not changed the original image file.
I M A G E  F I LT E R  A D J U S T M E N T S

The process here is the same as with color
adjustments: select the image, choose the filter effect
to apply, set the filter settings, and then click OK to
render to the preview. Filter adjustment applied to an
image will list in the picture effects palette when the
image is selected. I’ve shown another set of before and
after shots in figure 6.

Once you have created effects for an image, you can
apply these effects to other images using a simple
drag and drop. Give it a try by following these three
simple steps.

1. Select the image where you have already
applied the image so that the effect is listed in
the picture effects palette.

2. Click and drag the adjustment icon to the left of 
the adjustment name.

3. Drop the icon onto another image in your layout,
and the adjustment is applied automatically.

Things to Keep in Mind

As I mentioned previously, the color and filter
adjustments are non-destructive to the source files;
they will not alter your original images. The
adjustments are maintained as information inside the
QuarkXPress image engine and QuarkVista palette and
will not render until they are sent to final RIP. Only then
will the color or filter adjustment be rendered to the
source image, or optionally, a new image with the
filters applied is generated.

A design benefit here is that you can place the same
image file multiple times in your layout and apply
different color or filter adjustments to them. The
source file is untouched in all instances and again, 
not affected until the time of RIP.

Any color or filter adjustment that you create can be
dragged from the picture effects palette and dropped
to another image. That effect is then applied to the
selected image in the project’s layout space.

You are only able to affect pixel-based images in
QuarkXPress 6.5.

You can turn off any color or filter adjustment by
deselecting the checkmark in the picture effects palette.

OPI workflows gain benefits using QuarkVista as
well. The source files are not needed for the
adjustments to be stored within QuarkXPress. They are
applied to the placed FPOs and will render to the high-
resolution image when the project file and source files
are placed together for final output.

1 0 X • R A Y  M A G A Z I N E

fig 5 Here’s my before and
afters. I am working 
to adjust the color
curves of the selected
image. From the
picture effects palette,
I chose curves from
the adjustment pop-up
menu. After applying
my color adjustments,
here’s my after shot.

fig 6 Another before and
after. This icon in the
upper-right corner of
an image indicates
that an effect has been
applied.

QuarkVista is applying non-destructive effects. 

You have not changed the original image file at all.
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Color Picker

QuarkVista also adds a color picker to the mix. The
color picker, however, is only activated and able to
sense color formulas in QuarkVista-enabled images 
as these images have had their image and color
information loaded into the QuarkXPress image
engine. Let’s tour this area next. 

Open the palette and click the info check box to
show display areas for both RGB and CMYK information.
To pick up color readouts, move the cursor over an
image area. Hold down the space bar to convert the
cursor into a more precise crosshair icon. The color
formula is then displayed in the info area of the picture
effects palette as is shown in figure 7.

Quarkxpress Web Space

The color and filter adjustments can also be used in
the web space of QuarkXPress. Adjustments to the
images are rendered upon file or layout space export.

Picture Export Options

Adjusting colors and applying filter adjustments is 
cool and time saving, but what if you want to use the
newly adjusted image in another application? The
second functional area of QuarkVista is the ability 
to export images.

To put this to work select FILEq SAVE PICTUREq

SELECTED PICTURE or FILEq SAVE PICTUREq ALL

PICTURES IN LAYOUT (see figure 8). This prompts the
picture export options dialog box and you can choose
exporting decisions for your image. 

Dissecting this dialog box, the top portion of the box
lists all of the adjustments that the current project
contains (for all images collectively). You can toggle
these effects on or off.
3Maximum Resolution – as a default matches 

the image resolution of the new image to the
originally saved file resolution, however, the
resolution setting is limited only by the available
hard drive space you have for storing the image.

3 Downsample to – provides an option to downsave
the new image to a lower resolution than the
original file.
3 Picture Box Bleed – enables you to define an

internal box bleed for the picture. 
3 Color Mode – provides choices of CMYK, RGB, 

or grayscale for exporting options.
3 Format – provides choices of TIFF, JPEG, BMP, EPS,

GIF, PICT, PNG, and Scitex CT for the format of the
exported image.
3 Overwrite Original Picture – when keeping 

the source file is not imperative, allows you to
overwrite the source file with the newly exported
file from QuarkXPress (see figure 9).
3 Link Layout to New Picture – if you do not want to

delete the source file, allows you to have the layout
link to the new file leaving the source file intact.

Once you have chosen all of your options, selecting OK

will continue the process and allow you to choose a
destination for the new file.

V O L U M E  4  • N U M B E R  2  1 1

fig 8 Save pictures for use
in other applications.

fig 9 When exporting
images, the export
dialog box provides
choices for filters to
include and for
overwriting the
original source file.

fig 7 Moving the cursor over a QuarkVista-enabled image caused the color percentages to be displayed in
the info area of the picture effects palette.

Quick Tip: For images that do not have

an effect applied to them, but from

which you still wish to retrieve color

information, place a default null curve

to the image so that you can gather

color information using the color

picker. The null curve will not alter 

the image but will render the image

into the QuarkVista engine.

8 9
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1 2 X • R A Y  M A G A Z I N E

Enhanced Collect for Output

Everything that we have covered thus far has been
design-stage related, but QuarkVista can also help pre-
press situations as well. (To follow with this next part,
you will have to have a QuarkXPress project open.)

Collect for output has long been a feature of
QuarkXPress to extract the components of a document
including the project fonts, images, and files.
QuarkVista adds additional power to this collection
process. Select FILEq COLLECT FOR OUTPUT and you
will find that a second tab has been added to the dialog
box’s interface named QuarkVista.

The QuarkVista tab has only one option, but this
option, render picture alterations, has very powerful
implications.

As mentioned throughout, the adjustments made
with QuarkVista are non-destructive to source files and
will only take effect when the project is sent to the
printer (which is important for the design process and
archiving), but when the document is finalized, non-
destructive will become irrelevant if we want all of the
adjustments to RIP correctly.

When you choose render picture alterations during
a collect for output session, you are instructing
QuarkXPress to apply all of the color and filter
adjustments to the source file copies that are placed 
in the collected folder. The original source files 
remain unmodified.

The benefits here are obvious. Now the printer’s 
RIP will not be taxed with having to render adjustments
that you made during your project’s production. This
essentially decreases your project’s time on press
because the adjustments were pre-rendered. This 
may save money by enabling the project to print 
faster and incur less press time.
I M A G E  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N S

Let’s take this a step further. As a designer, how many
times have you cropped an image in QuarkXPress by
reducing the box size and only showing that part of the

image that you want printed? Have you ever rotated,
scaled, flipped, or skewed an image, or increased 
or decreased the image-size percentages in
QuarkXPress? Standard techniques are all right, but
these are also image transformations or alterations
that are complex and that tax the RIP.

QuarkVista, with render picture alterations enabled
during collect for output, will render all of these
transformations to the copies of the files. Optionally,
resolutions will be matched to the resolution of the
source files. This will result in a leaner project file that
has all of the placed assets at 100%. This project file
will zip through a RIP many times faster. All of the
transformations that would normally slow a RIP are
done in advance, and as I’ve pointed out, resulting in
substantially less press time and more money saved.

You’ll find that PDF creation will also benefit. A
QuarkXPress project that has been collected with
render picture alterations enabled will be smaller. The
transformations are preprocessed, eliminating excess
PostScript information. PDFs are smaller because the
file size is smaller.

For those still counting, the enhanced collect for
output and optimized output abilities for print and PDF

count as two other functional areas.

Where Do We Go From Here?

QuarkXPress 7 is right around the corner waiting to
show off its new features and efficiencies. So what
QuarkVista enhancements can you expect from
QuarkXPress 7?
3 EPS/1-bit image support
3 Apply QuarkVista adjustments to raster EPS files

and 1-bit line art
3 Apply filters to alpha channels
3 Apply effects such as blur to embedded alpha

channels so that you can control the level of
blending between the image and the background.
3 Curve enhancements
3 Adjust curve point values numerically rather than

dragging with the mouse
3 Synchronization of picture attributes, including

QuarkVista adjustments and effects

Wrapping it Up Into Something You Will Use

Even if you don’t initially use QuarkVista’s color and filter
adjustments, the collect for output enhancement alone
makes this feature very worthwhile for pre-press and
PDF creation. After you have properly tested the color
aspects of this feature and gained confidence in the
results within your workflow environment, you will find
that QuarkVista is a powerful addition to QuarkXPress
and your creative print or web workflow.

Design After
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