










IN THE TRENCHES • QUARK VISTA

1 2 X • R A Y  M A G A Z I N E

Enhanced Collect for Output

Everything that we have covered thus far has been
design-stage related, but QuarkVista can also help pre-
press situations as well. (To follow with this next part,
you will have to have a QuarkXPress project open.)

Collect for output has long been a feature of
QuarkXPress to extract the components of a document
including the project fonts, images, and files.
QuarkVista adds additional power to this collection
process. Select FILEq COLLECT FOR OUTPUT and you
will find that a second tab has been added to the dialog
box’s interface named QuarkVista.

The QuarkVista tab has only one option, but this
option, render picture alterations, has very powerful
implications.

As mentioned throughout, the adjustments made
with QuarkVista are non-destructive to source files and
will only take effect when the project is sent to the
printer (which is important for the design process and
archiving), but when the document is finalized, non-
destructive will become irrelevant if we want all of the
adjustments to RIP correctly.

When you choose render picture alterations during
a collect for output session, you are instructing
QuarkXPress to apply all of the color and filter
adjustments to the source file copies that are placed 
in the collected folder. The original source files 
remain unmodified.

The benefits here are obvious. Now the printer’s 
RIP will not be taxed with having to render adjustments
that you made during your project’s production. This
essentially decreases your project’s time on press
because the adjustments were pre-rendered. This 
may save money by enabling the project to print 
faster and incur less press time.
I M A G E  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N S

Let’s take this a step further. As a designer, how many
times have you cropped an image in QuarkXPress by
reducing the box size and only showing that part of the

image that you want printed? Have you ever rotated,
scaled, flipped, or skewed an image, or increased 
or decreased the image-size percentages in
QuarkXPress? Standard techniques are all right, but
these are also image transformations or alterations
that are complex and that tax the RIP.

QuarkVista, with render picture alterations enabled
during collect for output, will render all of these
transformations to the copies of the files. Optionally,
resolutions will be matched to the resolution of the
source files. This will result in a leaner project file that
has all of the placed assets at 100%. This project file
will zip through a RIP many times faster. All of the
transformations that would normally slow a RIP are
done in advance, and as I’ve pointed out, resulting in
substantially less press time and more money saved.

You’ll find that PDF creation will also benefit. A
QuarkXPress project that has been collected with
render picture alterations enabled will be smaller. The
transformations are preprocessed, eliminating excess
PostScript information. PDFs are smaller because the
file size is smaller.

For those still counting, the enhanced collect for
output and optimized output abilities for print and PDF

count as two other functional areas.

Where Do We Go From Here?

QuarkXPress 7 is right around the corner waiting to
show off its new features and efficiencies. So what
QuarkVista enhancements can you expect from
QuarkXPress 7?
3 EPS/1-bit image support
3 Apply QuarkVista adjustments to raster EPS files

and 1-bit line art
3 Apply filters to alpha channels
3 Apply effects such as blur to embedded alpha

channels so that you can control the level of
blending between the image and the background.
3 Curve enhancements
3 Adjust curve point values numerically rather than

dragging with the mouse
3 Synchronization of picture attributes, including

QuarkVista adjustments and effects

Wrapping it Up Into Something You Will Use

Even if you don’t initially use QuarkVista’s color and filter
adjustments, the collect for output enhancement alone
makes this feature very worthwhile for pre-press and
PDF creation. After you have properly tested the color
aspects of this feature and gained confidence in the
results within your workflow environment, you will find
that QuarkVista is a powerful addition to QuarkXPress
and your creative print or web workflow.
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